
November 10, 2015 
 

The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia, was held on 

November 10, 2015, in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM, Closed Session 

beginning at 7:00pm, with Mayor Danny Turner presiding. Council Members present included:  

Mayor Danny Turner, Vice Mayor Jennifer Bowles, Gene Teague, Sharon Brooks Hodge, and 

Mark Stroud. Staff present included: City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Clerk of Council Karen 

Roberts, City Attorney Eric Monday, Finance Director Linda Conover, Director of Utilities 

Dennis Bowles, Superintendent of Electric Operations Durwin Joyce, Budget Analyst Mary 

Prillaman, Community Planner Susan McCulloch, and Police Chief Sean Dunn. 

Mayor Turner called the meeting to order and advised Council will go into Closed 

Session.  In accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia (1950, and as 

amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Stroud, seconded by Council Member 

Hodge, with the following 5-0 recorded vote: Turner, aye; Teague, aye; Hodge, aye; Stroud, aye; 

and Bowles, aye, Council convened in Closed Session, for the purpose of discussing the 

following matters:(A) Appointments to Boards and Commissions as authorized by Subsection 

1.and (B)Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or 

consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring 

the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7. At the conclusion 

of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public business 

matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and 

(2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were 

heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  On a motion by Council Member Teague, 

seconded by Council Member Hodge, with the following recorded 5-0 vote: Stroud, aye; Turner, 

aye; Bowles, aye; Teague, aye; Hodge, Council returned to Open Session.   

Council Member Teague made a motion to appoint Kris Shrader to the Western Virginia 

Emergency Medical Services Council, term expiring December 31, 2018; Council Member 

Stroud seconded the motion.  All members voted in favor. 

Following the invocation by Vice Mayor Bowles and Pledge to the American Flag, Mayor 

Turner welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider setting two public hearings regarding an application for a Zoning Text 

Amendment and Special Use Permit from McGuireWoods, LLP on behalf of BVI Martinsville, 

(BVI) LLC – Susan McCulloch explained the petition for a Zoning Text Amendment and an 

application for a SUP submitted by McGuireWoods, LLP on behalf of BVI Martinsville, LLC and 

BVI to operate a bidding fee auction facility as part of a mixed use commercial development in 

Uptown Martinsville.  The Planning Commission voted unanimously to deny the application 

and permit and asked that Council hold a public hearing.  Council Member Teague made a 
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motion to set two public hearings on November 24, 2015 to hear public input regarding an 

application for a Zoning Text Amendment and a Special Use Permit unless the applicants  

 

request a different date, Vice Mayor Bowles seconded the motion. Council Member Hodge 

requested that the hearings not be held on Thanksgiving week.  Council members discussed 

whether it would be in the best interest of the applicants and the public to postpone the 

hearings until December.  Teague suggested Council hold the public hearings on November 

24, 2015 and if they feel that there was not a substantial response then they can hold another 

hearing on December 8, 2015.  All Council members voted in favor. 

Minutes: On a motion by Council Member Hodge, seconded by Vice Mayor Bowles, with 

a 5-0 vote, Council approved the minutes of the October 16 and 17, 2015 Work Session and 

October 26, 2015 Neighborhood Meeting. 

Hear public input on the City’s proposed meter and lighting replacement project – City 

Manager Towarnicki summarized the progress of the project proposal, stating that the City 

recognized the need to replace water meters five to seven years ago.  The City recognized that if 

they went with a conventional meter replacement that the life of the meters would only be 

another twenty years so the City began to look at other options including self-funding projects.  

Johnson Controls was chosen as the organization to move forward with a performance 

contract on the water meter project.  The project would also include converting street lights to 

LED lighting which would also be part of the self-funding project.  Financing was looked at 

and at the previous meeting a lease purchase option with US Bank was approved by Council 

members.  The new meter replacements offer several updated options including leak detection 

and online customer inquiry.  Mayor Turner said residents have expressed concern about 

what information the government can obtain from the new meter replacement.  Dennis Bowles 

explained that should not be a concern and that the meters could be read from a central 

location.  The intent is to read the meters quicker, to get better response in case of high 

consumption or potential leaks and quicker billing cycles.  Towarnicki said on the electric side 

the system can detect exactly where an outage is located.  Bowles said that there would be an 

automatic connect and disconnect option as well.  Turner opened the floor to anyone who 

would like to offer input.  No one approached the podium. 

Consider adoption of a resolution approving lease purchase financing for the City’s 

meter and lighting replacement project – City Manager Towarnicki explained the resolution to 

approve the lease purchase financing for the City’s meter and lighting replacement project.  

Bowles made a motion to approve the resolution with US Bank, Hodge seconded the motion, 

all Council members voted in favor. 
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Hear public hearing on FAHI proposal for possible use of former City of Martinsville 

Housing Office located at 605 Fourth Street – City Manager Towarnicki summarized the 

previous FAHI proposal.  His recommendation would be for the City to lease the building to 

FAHI short-term.  Stroud suggested a possible 18 month lease, Hodge said she would consider 

a shorter 6 month lease with the option to renew.  Mayor Turner opened the floor to public 

comment.  Faye Holland of FAHI said that her biggest concern about the lease is that Council 

should discuss those details with FAHI in advance to give them some idea of the lease amount.  

Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion for the City Manager to begin working on the new lease, 

Council Member Hodge seconded the motion.  Hodge requested that the City Manager and City 

Attorney consider her suggestion of a minimal lease total and terms with the option to monitor 

how successful FAHI has been with fundraising to cover costs.  All Council Members voted in 

favor.  

Presentation on possible solar project – City Manager Towarnicki explained that the City 

had been looking at a possible solar project in the City for several months and requested 

proposals from several organizations.  Turning Point Energy presented a promising proposal.  

A key issue for Council to take into consideration would be that the City is limited to 

industrial locations and whether they would want to contract use for this solar project at a 

potential industrial site.  Towarnicki introduced Garrett Cole and Ryan Johnson of GDS who 

explained the solar proposal solicitation along with a project draft timeline, proposed project 

locations, and projected cost vs. market comparison.  Turning Point Energy would be 

responsible for maintaining the facility including maintenance, purchases, tax credits, etc.  

Mayor Turner asked if the panels would cause problems for residents related to heat or 
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reflections, Mr. Johnson said that the panels would not cause any of those problems and that 

there would be no issue of noise either.  He said the biggest resident concern could be the 

appearance of the panels.    Teague recommended that Council pass on the project because 

the City would be giving up a lot of land for a project that seems to show little return for the 

City.  Hodge said she would like to consider at least one of the two proposed sites.  Turner and 

Stroud agreed with Hodge.    
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Discussion of 2016 legislative agenda – City Attorney Monday stated that the legislative 

agenda would not need a final approval at tonight’s meeting.  Changes are marked on the 

legislative agenda in red.  Teague requested legislation on Item 13.  Monday stated that he had 

a meeting with Senator Stanley on Thursday and would bring that up.   
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Adopt Utility Fund Cash Reserve policies – Linda Conover summarized the request for 

adoption of the Utility Fund Cash Reserve policies for electric, refuse, sewer, water and 

telecommunications.  Bowles made a motion to adopt the Cash Reserve policies, Stroud 

seconded the motion, all Council members voted in favor. 
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Consent Agenda:  On a motion by Council Member Teague, seconded by Vice Mayor 

Bowles, with a 5-0 vote, Council approved the following consent agenda: 

 

Business from floor:  Ural Harris, 217 Stewart Street – expressed concern about several 

department heads who plan to retire, he feels that the City should change the policy, requiring 

department heads to live in the City.  Patrick H. Wright, 1201 Spruce Street – says that bulk 

mailings claiming that residents have won money are wrong and that those businesses only 

want to sell products.   

Council comments:  Council Member Stroud expressed condolences to the Louis 

Compton family.  With Veterans Day tomorrow, Stroud shared that his first heros were his 

uncles and cousins who served in the military.  Thank you to the veterans and families of 

those veterans who paid the ultimate sacrifice.  Vice Mayor Bowles wanted to thank the Police 

Department for their first health fair today, especially the Policing Alternative Coalition and 

Piedmont Community Services.  Mayor Turner wanted to thank Lawrence Mitchell for locating 

a grave of a World War I veteran at the end of Smith Road.  There will be a ceremony to place a 

flag in his honor. He also thanked the Sheriff’s department for cleaning around that grave site.  

Turner stated that Council would be drafting a letter to Nascar driver Jeff Gordon for 

everything he’s done for racing and our area.  Another letter will be sent to Nascar driver Joey 

Logano for funding the new roof at Citizens Against Family Violence.  If the public has 

comments but they do not want to be televised, the Council is working on a method to honor 

this request before the next meeting.  Bowles added that residents can contact a Council 

Member if they would like something added to the agenda. 

 City Manager comments: City Manager Towarnicki stated that the municipal building 

would be closed on Wednesday in honor of Veteran’s Day. He said that there would be a 

Veteran’s Day service at the former John D. Bassett school at 6:00pm on Wednesday.  

Towarnicki also shared that November 21 is the annual Christmas parade.     
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There being no further business, a motion was made by Council Member Teague to 

adjourn the meeting, seconded by Council Member Hodge with all council members in favor.  

The meeting adjourned at 9:46pm. 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 
Karen Roberts      Danny Turner 
Clerk of Council           Mayor  
  

 


